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devout place, it had not been an easy one to live
in* In this King Charles II was a creator. In a
quarter of a century he did something to trans-
form his rough realm into a gentler and more
urbane mould. His conception of a gentleman
was the model by which the chivalry of England
now learned to dress itself; it was, as he put it in a
nutshell, "to be easy oneself and to make every-
body else so/' It was a conception not unneeded,
for in neither of these respects did the English
excel in the years before the Restoration.u

The old manner of England was rough, un-
reasoning, and boisterous. Fighting was the
darling pastime of its people. In Moorfields, on
holidays, the butchers, out of hereditary hatred,
fell upon the weavers, till they were glad to pull
off their aprons and hide them in their breeches;
or sometimes it would be the weavers who won,
wounding and bruising all their rivals and calling
out round the town: "A hundred pounds for a
butcherl" Since there were no police, the warlike
tastes of the people were quite untrammelled.
The very Inns of Court were riotous, and when
the Lord Mayor elected to go to dinner in the
Temple with his sword borne before him, the
students pulled it down and besieged him all day
in a councillor's room* Even in Oxford a learned

116